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December 2005
Letter from the Secretary

Dear Society Members:

The 2006 Michael E. DeBakey International Surgical Society’s XVIth Congress is meeting March 3-4, 2006, in Houston, Texas, and will be held in conjunction with “Total Endovascular Aorta I Symposium.”  Doctor Alan Lumsden, Program Director for the conference, has invited the Michael E. DeBakey International Surgical Society to be a part of this inaugural meeting of the “Total Endovascular Series of symposia.  As the first in a series of three, the Total Endovascular Aorta I Symposium focuses on new developments and innovations in the management of aortic disease. This conference is sponsored by the Division of Vascular Surgery and Endovascular Therapy in the Department of Surgery at Baylor College of Medicine.

The Houstonian Hotel, well known for its beautiful setting on 18 acres in the heart of the city will serve as the headquarter hotel.  The beautiful Omni Houston Hotel, a Five-Diamond Hotel located minutes from The Houstonian, will provide alternate accommodations. Complimentary shuttle bus transport between the hotels will be provided to conference attendees.

A welcome reception is planned on Friday, March 3, at Wild West, Houston’s legendary country western club.  For those who have been away from the dance floor and/or Texas too long, dance lessons for the Texas Two Step, Cotton Eye Joe, Western Swing and other favorites will be offered.  As many of you may realize, March is also when the world famous Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo is held. We are taking advantage of the timing, and on Saturday night, attendees are invited to attend a rodeo performance.  You are encouraged to make conference and hotel reservations early. More information is available at www.TEA-1.org.  A copy of the preliminary program containing registration and reservation information is included with this newsletter.  

Please note that to take advantage of the early registration rate, you must submit no later than January 20, 2006.  Reservations for the hotel must be made by January 31, 2006.  

We are all proud of our training at Baylor.  Don’t miss this opportunity to see and interact your teachers and those with whom you trained.  No other meeting will offer to you such a genuine welcome.

Don’t miss what promises to be a tremendous event and meeting!  Your President and board of directors join me in extending to you a personal invitation to attend.

Kenneth L. Mattox, M.D.

Secretary
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News From Houston 

Of course, the biggest sports news of 2005 in Houston was from the baseball field.  Behind the superb pitching of Roger Clements, Andy Pettitte, and Roy Oswalt, the Houston Astros have been in the playoffs the last two years.  This year the Astros made us proud by being the first Texas baseball team EVER to get to the World Series.  To get there, they defeated the team with the best record, the St Louis Cardinals.  While they ultimately lost to the Chicago White Sox, they gave their fans a great and wonderful ride throughout the season and the series.
Two natural disasters, one named Katrina and and another named Rita, hit the Gulf Coast in October.  The immediate effects were far-reaching and tragic, and the long-term effects continue to this day. Houston was fortunate not to get the direct impacts of this storm.  However, countless people turned to Harris County and Houston for help in the aftermath, first of Katrina, then of Rita.  In an unprecedented response, Harris County and Houston organized the largest relocation and sheltering effort in the history of our country.  Baylor College of Medicine and the Harris County Hospital District provided the bulk of the organizational and operational structure for the Katrina Clinic, located in the Reliant AstroArena.  At the peak of operations 27,700 evacuees were under the supervision of the Joint Incident Command. 

Just as the shelter at the Reliant Park was being shut down, Hurricane Rita headed straight for Galveston as a Category 5 storm, but veered off toward Beaumont and Lake Charles, LA, on the last day.  With shelters in the Houston area saturated with Katrina evacuees, more than 2.7 million people from the Texas upper gulf coast attempted to crowd the roadways.  A trip from Houston to Dallas would take up to 27 hours.  Some areas, such as Orange and Jasper, Texas, were especially hard hit, with power outages lasting for weeks. Many lessons on disasters, evacuation, sheltering, communications, and health care continue to be realized as a result of this Gulf Coast catastrophe.

═══════════════
Annual Reception at the ACS

This year, the DeBakey Society/Department of Surgery Reception at the American College of Surgeons was held at the Hilton Towers San Francisco on Monday night - the same night as one of the World Series playoff games.  A large group of current and former trainees, Baylor faculty, and society members attended, renewing friendships, catching up on news from around the world, and for those avid baseball fans, keeping an eager eye/ear on the game via a monitor in one area of the room.  This was a great time for all – even guests from other schools who dropped by to say hello (and probably to check the score)! 

News from TMC

The Texas Medical Center continues to grow, acquiring property to down to Loop 610 South.  A major new McGovern Campus of the TMC has been expanded across from the Michael E. DeBakey Veterans Affairs Hospital at the old Nabisco plant.  

Hospitals:  The new clinical tower at Texas Children’s Hospital is now fully opened, making it the largest children’s hospital in the world.  Memorial Hermann Hospital has three buildings going up simultaneously, one new office building, one building in front of the old historic original Hermann Hospital building, and one between the Hermann emergency room and the BTGH parking garage.  The MD Anderson Cancer center continues to grow out toward the west end of the TMC campus with new roads, new bridges, and new buildings far beyond Holcombe Boulevard.  Golf cart type shuttles are now required to transport patients and visitors from one wing/area/building of MDA to another!

The DeBakey High School for the Health Professions continues to be one of the top academically ranked high schools in the nation, with one of the highest percentages of national merit scholars and students going to college of any high schools in the US.  Located on the East Campus just off of Highway 288, in the future, this school will move to the other side of the TMC, near where the old Shamrock Hilton was located. 

News from Baylor College of Medicine

Baylor College of Medicine continues to evolve in a positive and exciting manner.  Many departments are now located either in the Baylor Clinic (located on Main) or in the Baylor Faculty Center (formerly the Medical Towers Professional Building).  Other departments have remained housed in the Neurosensory Center, a building co-owned by Baylor and Methodist Hospital.  The flood abatement program to encircle the main college building with a barrier wall is almost complete.  

DeBakey Library and Museum:  A large space located on the first and second floor of the DeBakey Building in the old Board Room and expanded out toward the street has been allocated to house the Michael E. DeBakey Library and Museum.  The museum will serve as a permanent place to house Doctor DeBakey’s many and varied memorabilia, and will have lecture rooms and study carrels.  The library and museum are to be entirely built by contributions, and a campaign to raise funds is actively underway.  Many of you will wish to participate in this long overdue project.  Wall plaques in the museum and library will commemorate the major contributors to this endeavor. Enclosed with this newsletter is a pledge card for the BCM Development Office, which is coordinating the fund raising for this Library and Museum.  

BCM administration: Doctor Peter Traber, President and CEO of Baylor College of Medicine, has appointed Doctor Jay Stein to be administratively responsible for all clinical activities of the school and Doctor Jim Patrick to be responsible for all of the basic science and research activities.  Doctor Stein has also been very instrumental in developing the Baylor Clinic.  

Baylor Clinic: The Baylor Clinic is located in a building on Main Street, in the area where the old Majors Bookstore was many years ago.  This 9-story building will soon be expanded to include other buildings to the west and across the street.  The clinical departments and programs of Baylor College of Medicine will be located along this corridor, immediately northeast of Texas Children’s Hospital.  Northeast of the Baylor Clinic on the north side of Main Street, Baylor College of Medicine and Rice University will jointly construct a building for research endeavors.

Baylor College of Medicine has purchased the property occupied by the Crown Plaza Hotel.  Building programs have not ever ceased in the Texas Medical Center since its inception in the mid 1940s.  

Katrina Aftermath and BCM:  Tulane Medical School lost its hospitals and medical school during Hurricane Katrina.  Many of the faculty lost their homes.  With the mass evacuation of New Orleans, the patient base was also temporarily relocated; many permanently relocated.  Charity, Tulane, New Orleans VA, and University hospitals will either have to go considerable renovation or be torn down.  Most of the basic science students from Tulane Medical School are in Houston, with the majority attending classes in Baylor College of Medicine.  Many of the clinical students, some residents, and some faculty have been reassigned to Houston.  It is anticipated to be June 2006 before they will return to New Orleans.  

Department of Surgery Leadership: 

Doctor Charles Brunicardi continues as Chairman of the Department. Doctor Joseph Coselli is Chief of the Division of Cardiothoracic Surgery, and Doctor John Sweeney the Chief of General Surgery.  Doctor David Wesson continues as Chief of Pediatric Surgery, and Doctor Sam Stahl is Chief of Plastic Surgery. Doctor Alan Lumsden is Chief of Vascular Surgery. Doctor Mary Brandt has assumed the position of Director of the General Surgery Residency Program.  

Doctor Joseph Coselli, Professor of Surgery, Baylor College of Medicine, has moved his offices and practice to Texas Heart Institute, where he is Chief of Adult Cardiothoracic Surgery.  The Fourth Annual Current Trends in Cardiothoracic Surgery will be June 9-10 at the Houston Intercontinental. All course hotel and registration information be posted February 1, 2006.

http://cme.bcm.tmc.edu/1328
www.DeBakeySoc.com
2004-2006 DeBakey Society Officers

2004-2006

President:
Renat Akchurin, Moscow Russia

Vice President:
Alton Brown, Charleston, SC, USA

Secretary-Treasurer:
Kenneth L. Mattox, M.D., Houston. TX

Board Members 2002-2006

Shirley Lazenby, Opelika, AL 

Joseph S. Coselli, Houston, TX

James Harrell, Jr., Lubbock, TX

John Sweeney, Houston, TX

Matthew J. Wall, Jr., Houston, TX

Board Members 2004-2008

Kevin Accola, Orlando, FL

Kamal Itani, Boston, MA

Douglas Milfeld, Wichita, KS

Alison Steng-Wilson, Dillinger, PA

Chris Cribari, M.D., Ft. Collins, CO

═══════════════

MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW!!
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